The early history of English
The period before English began
The original inhabitants of the British Isles did not speak English, but Celtic languages. Modern forms include Welsh, Scots and Manx Gaelic, Erse (Irish) and Breton, which are living languages, as well as dead languages like Cornish. (Simeon Potter, in Our Language, states [p. 18] that the last speakers of Manx died around 1960, their cottages being made into a museum. But I am assured by a resident of the island that there are now many living speakers of Manx. If Potter's statement is correct, then there has been a revival of the language in the last 40 years.) 
Old English
English comes from the language of the Germanic tribes who arrived in England in the 5th and 6th centuries AD. These were Jutes, Saxons and Angles. They organized themselves into kingdoms (such as the West Saxons, South Saxons, East Saxons and East Angles). Once they settled in England, their language developed separately from the various forms found in what is now Germany. The Angles were the Engla, the country Englalond and their tongue Englisc. The form of English spoken at this time is Old English (sometimes known as Anglo-Saxon).
About half of the common vocabulary of Modern English comes from Old English, especially names of everyday objects and basic processes. Forms of words varied according to syntax: inflection, case endings, declensions and grammatical gender are all found (as in modern German). Nearly all of these have disappeared from the language as spoken today. English was first written by Roman missionary priests or monks. Their spelling approximated to that used for similar sounds in Latin, but was not standardized.
Scandinavian influences
At the end of the 8th century the first Viking raiders came to Britain. In the 9th century, their raids became more frequent, culminating in invasion, conquest and the establishment of the Danelaw: this was the area of England (most of it) subject to Viking rule, with its capital at York. Ordinary people were not generally harmed once the Vikings were settled in the country. In 937 the West Saxon royal house under Aethelstan defeated the Vikings at Brunanburh, and within a few years, the Danelaw came to an end. But there were still Viking rulers who claimed the throne (Sweyn and Cnut in the 11th century). On the death of the Saxon king of all England, Edward the Confessor, one of his nobles, Harold Godwinson (son of Godwin, Earl of Wessex) seized power. At Stamford Bridge (in what is now East Yorkshire) in 1066 he defeated another Harold, a Norwegian invader, but fell at Hastings to William. William was also a Viking; but the Normans had long been settled in France and their language was French.
The Scandinavian (Viking) invaders of the 8th century and beyond were quite closely related to the original Germanic settlers of England, as was their language. The Viking influence on our language lies in two things. 
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· Negatively, speakers of Norse languages helped erode the inflexional endings of Old English. 

· Positively, they made additions to the English lexicon. 

We can consider these under a number of clear headings: 
Place names
· -by ending, from Norse byr (=village) in Whitby, Derby, Ferriby, Grimsby

· -beck (=brook) in Birkbeck, Troutbeck

· -brack, -breck, -brick (=slope) in Haverbrack, Norbreck, Scarisbrick

· -fell (=hill) in Scafell Pike, Whinfell

· -garth (=yard) in Applegarth, Arkengarthdale

· -gill, -keld, -mel, -rigg, -thwaite are also elements in Scandinavian place names.

Words preserved in dialects
· addle (=earn), binks (=benches) and ettle (=strive).

Cognate pairs
These are pairs of words descended from a common Germanic source, but entering English at different times, and which persist in both Old English and Scandinavian forms, with either identical or closely-related meanings: 
· no/nay

· from/fro

· rear/raise

· shirt/skirt

· edge/egg (verb, as in egg on)

Words with shared origins
These are words where the Old English and Scandinavian forms were identical, and which have descended from either or more probably both:
· bring, come, hear, meet, ride, see, sit and think.

Legal or governmental terms
Among these are: 
· law (this replaced Old English doom or dom)

· by-law (law of the byr or village)

· outlaw (man outside the law)

· husband (from hus-bondi - "householder" or "manager of a house")


· fellow

· husting

· riding ( from thirding - "third part of")

Parts of the body and animal names
· calf

· leg

· skin

· skull


· bull

· kid

· reindeer (originally Norse rein, meaning "deer", with later addition of Old English deer, meaning "animal" - the whole word is thus a compound, meaning "deer-animal")



Adjectives
Many of these have becomes adverb, noun or verb by conversion: 
· (a)thwart

· sly

· weak

· wrong

Verbs

· call

· cast

· cut

· flit

· glitter

· rake
· rive

· skulk 

· take

· thrive

· want



Prepositional phrases
These are phrases formed by a verb followed by an adverbial preposition: 
· take up, take down, take in, take off, take out

These were popular in Tudor times, disapproved by prescriptive grammarians in the 18th century but revived in modern times, largely thanks to US English influence. For a contemporary example, consider the well-known catchphrase of the late Dr. Timothy Leary:
· Tune in, turn on, drop out

Middle English
The Norman Conquest of 1066 brought in Norman French and eventually placed the four Old English dialects on an even footing. The center of culture gradually shifted to London, and usages there slowly came to dominate. Latin persisted for centuries as the language of the church and of learning. Note that the Normans were Vikings who had settled in northern France, and perhaps become assimilated into a Francophone culture.
Middle English lasted from about 1100 to 1450 and was less highly inflected than Old English. During this period the Statute of Pleadings (1362) made English instead of French the official language of Parliament and the courts. 
After the dawn of the 16th century the movement toward the development of Modern English prose was swift. It was aided by the printing of certain literary works that helped standardize the language. In 1525 William Tyndale published his translation of the New Testament. The next 90 years were the golden age of English literature, culminating in the plays of Shakespeare (1564-1616) and in the publication of the King James Version of the Bible in 1611. 
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